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Sally-Ann and Simon Habin swapped their large 
Victorian property for a beachside new build which 

has become a magnet for family and friends 

FEATURE JULIET BENNING
PHOTOGRAPHY DARREN CHUNG 

JERSEYshore

EXTERIOR 
Glass balcony balustrades 
allow an uninterrupted  
view of the sea and the 
steps to the beach can be 
retracted in bad weather
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I  think there are only about 50 houses 
on the island that sit right on the beach so we consider 
ourselves to be very lucky,’ says Sally-Ann Habin, 
speaking from the home she shares with her husband 
Simon in Jersey. Sally-Ann, a counsellor, and Simon, 
a lawyer, had the house designed and built in 2019 
and have now spent four blissful years living here. 

With grown-up children, Charlotte, Joshua, 
Emily, Ned and Sally-Ann’s stepson Ben, having 
flown the nest, the couple set their sights on a new 
way of life. ‘We had a large Victorian house three 
miles away. It was surrounded by fields and had a 
swimming pool but once the children left we realised 
it was just too big for us,’ explains Sally-Ann. When a 
house on the beach came up for sale the pair jumped 
at the opportunity. ‘It was ugly, with lots of rooms and 
low ceilings, so we demolished it and commissioned 
Godel Architects to design a new one.’ 

 London-based interior designer Amanda 
Durham designed all the room layouts and made 
frequent trips to the house. ‘Jersey is a tiny island and 
there isn’t much inspiration here but Amanda was 
full of ideas. We also took trips to London to source 
wallpaper and flooring. She suggested custom-made 
lights by designers in New York. There’s no way I 
could have done it on my own,’ Sally-Ann says. 

Sally-Ann was eager to capture the look and feel 
of a California beach house with huge windows and 
balconies with glass balustrades. ‘I love high ceilings 
and wanted it to be breezy, light and uncomplicated,’ 
she says. ‘I didn’t want it to be sparse. It’s homely and 
welcoming. I don’t care about sand so I never ask 
guests to take their shoes o!. People are overwhelmed 
by the sense of escapism when they come to stay.’

Much of the warmth comes from Sally-Ann’s 
antique furniture, rugs and art. ‘I’m a collector by 
nature. I have no talent – I just like what I like. I get 
my art from Cadogan Gallery in South Kensington.  
I mostly only hang mirrors – I prefer to leave art 
propped against a wall as it looks more casual.’ 

The beach itself has provided the backdrop to the 
couple’s active lifestyle. ‘We are 30 seconds from the 
beach so I can just scoot down there and walk our 
Maltese terriers, Nina Simone and Louis Armstrong,’ 
says Sally-Ann. ‘Simon has a small boat – he goes o! 
and catches crab and lobster for lunch.’ The weather, 
too, is a character in their life. ‘We have the third 
highest tide in the world,’ says Sally-Ann. ‘When the 
storms come in we have to pull up our steps. Simon 
has a storm lantern he puts down on the beach. We 
turn o! the lights in the house and watch. It’s all very 
exciting. It’s a fabulous life and we love it.’ 
amandadurham.com

H O M E 
T R U T H S
T H E  P R O P E R T Y  
A beach house built in 2019 

R O O M S  Sitting room, 
open-plan kitchen and dining 
room, study, utility room,  
boot room, cloakroom, five 
bedrooms, three bathrooms

L O C AT I O N  
Jersey 
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SITTING ROOM
The terrace and living space 
become one throughout the 
summer months. 
Try the Bluebell sofa, Sofa.com. 
Source an antique rug like this   
at Vinterior. Find a similar  
table lamp at Neptune.  
Painting by Sandy Mann 
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KITCHEN 
A long bench suits informal dining. 
The black accents in the furniture tie 
in with the steel-framed windows. 
Calia table, John Lewis & Partners, is 
similar. Carl Hansen Wishbone chairs, 
available at Heal’s. Light, Lindsey 
Adelman Studio. Walls in Mole’s 
Breath, Farrow & Ball 
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MAIN BEDROOM 
Delicately embroidered  
bed linen lends textural 
contrast to the simple, 
contemporary furniture. 
Bed and bedside table, Minotti. 
Bed linen, The White Company. 
Cushion, Andrew Martin. 
Pendant light, Ochre 

‘My biggest challenge was 
trying to imagine a house 
from on paper – I spent a  
lot of time pacing out the 

size of the rooms’
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HALLWAY 
The custom-made light fitting 
evokes fishermen’s traps. 
Pendant light, Lindsey Adelman  
Studio. Source an antique rug  
at Vinterior. Painting by Richard  
Hearns, Cadogan Gallery

MAIN BATHROOM
Pale tiles echo the sand on the  
beach below, while the bath o!ers  
a spectacular view of the sea. 
Bath, C.P. Hart. Tiles, Domus.  
Ceiling light, Giopato & Coombes 
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