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Bold choices and big thinking helped 
transform Amanda’s traditional semi into a 
supersized home full of style and surprises 

LIVING ROOM
‘Holly colour-coded all my 
books, but I need them 
arranged in categories too,  
so I’m not sure it’s working!’ 
Amanda explains with a smile. 
GET THE LOOK The armchair 
was inherited from Tim’s 
grandfather. For a bespoke 
bookcase like this, contact 
Amanda. The oak flooring  
is by Cheville Parquet.

STUDY
Amanda’s study sits at the 
front of the house. She bought 
the photographic art by Sam 
Taylor Wood at a charity 
auction. ‘I knew how this room 
was going to look at that point 
and thought it would look 
fantastic in here,’ she says.
GET THE LOOK The 
photograph is Escape Artist 
(Green and Red), 2008 by Sam 
Taylor Wood. This is Porden 
wallpaper in Noir by Designers 
Guild. The shelving is bespoke; 
contact Amanda for similar. The 
Eclipse chandelier is by Ochre. 

Home profile
THE OWNERS Amanda 
Durham, an interior designer, 
her husband Tim, who works 
in finance, and their daughters 
Holly, 19, and Lottie, 16, plus 
Dippy and Harry the cats and 
working cocker spaniels Millie 
and Monster Munch.
THE PROPERTY A Victorian 
semi in south London. The 
kitchen-diner and cinema 
room are in the basement with  
a living room and study on the 
ground floor. The master and 
guest bedroom suites are on 
the first floor, while the girls’ 
bedrooms are on the top floor.

home of 
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BE BRAVE – THAT’S THE MOTTO THAT AMANDA DURHAM, HER HUSBAND TIM 
and their daughters Holly and Lottie live by and it greets you, in the form of a handwritten 
neon sign, as you step inside their London home. It’s the first of many surprises in the 
house, whose trad Victorian façade offers no hint of the Tardis-like interior, brimming 
with bespoke joinery, luxe surfaces and glowing tones. When it came to renovating the 
semi, interior designer Amanda clearly took the family motto to heart. From the vast 
glass doors at the back to the beguiling artwork, there’s nothing timid about this place. 
‘I wanted it to look different,’ says Amanda. ‘I didn’t want it to be like anybody else’s.’

Mission accomplished, and what sets Amanda’s house apart from others is both its 
style and the boldness of its design. ‘We’ve more than doubled its size,’ she says. ‘It’s 
gone from a two-storey to a four-storey home.’ In addition to digging down to create an 
entire basement floor, Amanda built up into the loft to make two bedrooms, a gym and 
a bathroom and extended the living room out and to the side. The exterior space now 
has a layered look, with a small terrace on the basement floor and steps leading up to 
the main garden. ‘I felt it was worth sacrificing some of the garden to have these 
different levels,’ says Amanda. ‘Now, the outside feels like another two rooms.’

Revamping the house was exactly the kind of project Amanda relishes. ‘I wanted 
scruffy – and found this place,’ she says. ‘It was completely dilapidated.’ Instantly, 
Amanda could see how it could look and set to work applying for planning permission. 
The build was then completed in a swift nine months, partly because Amanda was 
keen to finish before Holly left for university. ‘I wanted her to feel she had a familiar 
home to come back to,’ she says. Amanda’s clear vision also helped speed the 
renovation along. ‘I’m very decisive,’ she says. ‘Once I’ve made a decision, that’s it. 
When the builders said something might be difficult, I’d say, “No, we’ll find a way”.’

Most of Amanda’s bravest decisions were based on two key drivers. ‘I wanted the 
house to be comfortable and light,’ she says. ‘Those were big things for me.’ The 

double-height glass windows at the rear are the most dramatic expression of her love  
of light. ‘The house faces northwest at the back, so we don’t get direct sun through 
them,’ she says. ‘I couldn’t have installed them if we did, it would have been too hot.’ 
Amanda has also designed super-high internal doors to allow light to flow and boost 
the sense of space. ‘There’s no dead area above the doors, so you really appreciate the 
volume of each room,’ she says. 

The house is incredibly comfortable, just as Amanda intended – full of books, family 
photos and generous sofas – and despite its radical design and voluminous looks works 
beautifully as a relaxed family home. ‘We use every single room,’ says Amanda. ‘I didn’t 
want there to be any redundant spaces.’ The four Durhams enjoy movie nights in the 
cinema room and Amanda loves working from her stylish study. The basement kitchen, 
meanwhile, is the venue for family meals. ‘Food is huge for all of us,’ says Amanda, who 
was a food writer before she became an interior designer. ‘In fact, interior design is a lot 
like cooking,’ she adds. ‘You have to get the timing correct and you need the right mix 
of ingredients and colours. The only difference is that interior design lasts a bit longer!’
See more of Amanda’s work at amandadurham.com

STAIRWELL
Amanda turned what was a 
second reception room on the 
ground floor into the access 
point for the basement.
GET THE LOOK The neon sign 
is by Neon Creations.

KITCHEN-DINER
‘This is definitely not a show 
kitchen,’ says Amanda. ‘It gets 
masses of use.’ The dining 
area is double height, with light 
pouring into the basement and 
the living room above from 
6m-high glass doors. ‘Building 
volume into a space is so 
important,’ says Amanda.
GET THE LOOK The Bulthaup 
kitchen is from Kitchen 
Architecture. The bespoke table 
is by Tablemakers. These are 
Series 7 chairs by Arne Jacobsen 
for Fritz Hansen. This is a Twiggy 
floor lamp and Twiggy pendants 
by Marc Sadler for Foscarini. 
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Home truths
HOW DO YOU RELAX, 
AMANDA? Eating great food 
with family and friends, 
playing tennis or horse riding.
IF YOU COULD HAVE A 
DREAM WEEKEND AWAY 
ANYWHERE, WHERE WOULD 
YOU GO? It would have to be 
somewhere hot and by the 
sea. I was brought up on the 
coast and I find the sound of 
the sea instantly relaxing.
COMFORT FOOD OF CHOICE?
Wow, that’s a hard one for me 
as I love most food. Does pear 
frangipane tart count?
ANY TRIPS ON YOUR BUCKET 
LIST? Song Saa, a private 
island resort in Cambodia.  
I like the use of natural 
materials there and their 
philosophy that luxury can 
tread lightly.
HEELS OR FLATS? Flats for 
work, beautiful heels for 
dressing up.
WHAT WOULD YOUR 
SUPERPOWER BE? To fly –  
I love the view from above.
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LIVING ROOM
The living room was created  
by extending out and to the 
side. At the rear, the huge  
glass doors give views over the 
terraced garden and a low glass 
wall behind the sofa means  
the double-height space 
stretches from the basement 
floor to the living room ceiling.
GET THE LOOK This is an  
Arctic Pear chandelier by Ochre. 
The sofa is by Poliform. 

HALLWAY
Amanda removed the solid wall 
separating her office from the 
entrance hall and replaced it 
with glass. ‘It gives a feeling of 
space to both areas,’ she says.
GET THE LOOK The pendant 
light is by Ochre.

GARDEN
The outside can be accessed 
from both the living room  
and the basement level, with 
exterior stairs connecting all 
areas. The vast glass doors had 
to be craned in over the house. 
‘We just prayed that they’d fit!’ 
says Amanda.
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‘People can go 
overboard on 

lighting. It’s more 
theatrical to just 
illuminate those 

areas that need it’
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‘I’m not into 
fashion – I like 
things that are 

elegant, well 
made and that 

will stand the test  
of time’
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MASTER BEDROOM
‘This was three and a bit 
rooms originally,’ says 
Amanda, who knocked it all 
through to create ‘a proper 
master suite’. The Chesterfield 
sofa has been with her for 
approx 20 years. ‘I bought it 
for £50 in an auction,’ she 
says. ‘It’s been re-covered 
numerous times. It was bright 
purple in our previous house.’
GET THE LOOK The curtains 
are made in a de Le Cuona  
linen with velvet trim. This is a 
Vispring bed. The linen-weave 
wall covering is by Phillip Jeffries.
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See more great houses  
at housetohome.co.uk/
house-tours
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MASTER EN SUITE
Amanda chose a classic  
roll-top bath for the master 
bathroom, but teamed it with  
a contemporary tap. ‘I like  
the combination of an old, 
traditional-style bath with a 
modern spout,’ she explains. 
The flooring looks like wood,  
but is actually porcelain.
GET THE LOOK This is an Usk 
freestanding bateau bath by 
Drummonds. The tap is by Vola. 
The floor tiles are from Capitol 
Designer Studio.

WET ROOM
A large walk-in shower and 
designer fittings give the family 
an additional luxe space in  
the basement.
GET THE LOOK This is the 
Vieques pedestal basin by 
Patricia Urquiola for Agape.

BASEMENT

The blueprint

FIRST FLOOR

GROUND FLOOR
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