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COOL 
CONCRETE
Homeowner Amanda 
knew she wanted concrete 
flooring from the beginning, 
so this served as a starting 
point for the kitchen’s 
design. Its reflective surface 
bounces light around the 
room, creating a bright  
and airy space. Rich  
wood finishes and cosy 
furnishings add warmth

Perfect
COMBINATION 

This sleek kitchen is a masterclass in  
mixing materials, creating a high impact  

look with everyday functionality  

PICTURES DARREN CHUNG  I  WORDS KATY MCINTOSH

DINING SPACE
Amanda, who works as an 

interior designer, knows 
the importance of detail. 

This gorgeous solid oak 
table complements the 
olive wood used in the 

kitchen perfectly. The soft 
hues and curved lines of 

the dining chairs keep the 
space feeling relaxed  

and welcoming
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ERGONOMIC 
DESIGN

The kitchen was designed 
with functionality at the 

forefront. The main island 
contains the hob and sink 
and serves as the primary 

workspace. Behind is a set-
down area for appliances 

such as toaster, kettle and 
coffee machine. The olive 

unit acts as a serving area, 
meaning there’s plenty 
of space for keen cook 

Amanda to work

s an interior designer, Amanda 
Durham had strong ideas about 
what she wanted from her kitchen. 
She planned for it to be beautiful, 
but ‘first and foremost, it had to 
be practical.’ Amanda lives in her 

Fulham home with her husband and two children, aged 
18 and 21. They bought the Victorian house in a very run 
down condition, and modernised it from top to bottom. 
They extended the back of the house to create the large 
kitchen space, following the contemporary theme in the 
design. Prior to training as an interior designer, Amanda 
was a food writer and stylist. ‘Cooking is a huge part of 
my life,’ she explains, ‘so the first thing my kitchen needed 
to be was functional.’ She chose stainless steel for the 
worktops, which is easy to clean and maintain, and 
decided on a layout for the kitchen that made using  
it every day as easy as possible. ‘I love that the kitchen  
is a very social space. It’s ideal for entertaining,  
but also great for everyday use, as my husband  
can sit and chat to me while I’m cooking.’

Amanda had worked with the design firm, Kitchen 
Architecture, in a professional capacity and had  
been inspired by their bulthaup kitchens. The reason  
I wanted a bulthaup kitchen is because they’re so 
brilliantly engineered. The placement of everything is 
very practical – it really is a joy to use,’ she explains. 

‘I knew from the beginning that I wanted poured 
concrete flooring,’ Amanda explains. ‘This can sometimes 
make a space feel cold, so it was important that the 
materials used in the kitchen combatted this. We chose 
warm finishes for the cabinetry, such as rich wood. Most 
people would shy away from using so many materials, but 
I love the drama of it. Each piece in the kitchen can stand 
on its own, yet blends perfectly within the design.’ eKBB 

Kitchen prof ile
This sleek design combines an eclectic 
selection of materials. The cabinets on the 
far wall and on the island are a modern 
aluminium grey with walnut edging. This is 
complemented by richly hued, special smoked 
oak veneer featured on the tall oven run. A 
special olive veneer is used for the secondary 
serving area, providing a pleasing contrast to 
the stainless steel worktops and wall panel. 

KITCHEN ARCHITECTURE
143-149 Lower Richmond Rd,  
Putney, London, SW15 1EZ.
Plus further showrooms in  
Oxford and Cheshire.
Tel 0208 785 1960. 
kitchenarchitecture.co.uk
Kitchen prices from £50,000.

A

‘I adore the olive block unit – the colour is beautiful 
and it’s almost sculptural in its design’
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NIKKI DAVIS
DESIGNER, KITCHEN 
ARCHITECTURE

Qa&

Why did you use such a variety  
of materials? Most people think 

you need to keep the amount of 

materials to a minimum. But, as  

an interior designer, Amanda has  

a great eye and was excited to  

try something different. We had  

to be careful not to go too far and 

needed to get the placement right 

so it balanced well. I think the 

materials we chose complement 

each other beautifully and I  

love how it turned out.

How practical is the design  
for everyday living? Kitchen 

Architecture kitchens are incredibly 

sleek and elegant, but are also 

made with practicality in mind. 

Amanda wanted a space that was 

modern and aesthetically pleasing 

but it of course had to be highly 

functional too. The layout is very 

practical, as it provides a large 

workspace in the centre of the 

room. The stainless steel  

worktops are easy to clean and  

very durable – ideal for families. 

There is also a huge amount of 

storage in this space, specially 

designed to fit everything  

the homeowner needs.

What was the biggest challenge 
you came up against as a 
designer? This project went really 

smoothly – Amanda was a dream 

client. However, the greatest 

challenge was keeping the design 

feeling light. Islands are really 

practical but can be quite heavy 

sometimes. We combated this by 

creating the empty space under 

the hob, rather than having a solid 

base. We also chose a layout that 

leads fluidly into the dining area 

and draws your eye to the beautiful 

glass rear of the house. I also think 

the olive wood gives a great pop  

to the design, which lifts it nicely.

COLOUR CRUSH
These yellow lamps from 

Foscarini add a bright pop of 
colour to the kitchen. Amanda 

chose a floor lamp for the dining 
area and pendants to hang over 

the serving station. These are 
paired with practical spotlights 

in the ceiling, providing both 
style and function

‘The storage is designed to be as 
ergonomic as possible, with everyday 

items close at hand and less-used 
objects tucked neatly away’

ON DISPLAY
Designer Nikki decided to 

incorporate open shelving into 
the design, giving Amanda a way 
to display her beautiful ceramics, 

notably a collection built up of 
inherited pieces and mementos 

from travels. The shelves help 
to give a relaxed, informal feel 

to the kitchen, breaking up the 
clean lines of the cabinetry
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Stockists
APPLIANCES
Kitchen Architecture bulthaup 3 kitchen including: 
Stainless steel worktops with laser welded sink; 
Cabinetry in aluminium grey with walnut edging, 
special smoked oak veneer with aluminium edge, 
and special olive veneer; Stainless steel wall panel; 
Walnut shelves. Vario integrated freezer, £3,950; 
Vario integrated refrigerator, £3,927; Vario 
integrated wine storage unit, £3,150; Five zone 
induction hob, £1,713, all Gaggenau. Single 
multi-function oven, £2,332; Combination steam 
oven, £2,881; Warming drawer, £700; Fully 
integrated dishwasher, £944, all Miele. Extractor, 
price upon request, bulthaup. KWC Inox tap, 
£671. Quooker. Modern Pro 3 boiling water tap, 
£817. All from kitchenarchitecture.co.uk 

FURNISHINGS & ACCESSORIES 
Series 7 dining chairs by Arne Jacobsen, from 
£350, Fritz Hansen. Soho dining table in solid 
oak, made to order, Tablemakers. Twiggy floor 
lamp, £1,097; Twiggy pendant light, £706, both 
by Foscarini, Made in Design. Cowhide rug, from 
£169, City Cows. Fireplace by Neville Stephens, 
Studio 29 Architects. Armchairs, Poliform. 
Barstools, Conran. Concrete flooring, Lazenby.

FOR STOCKISTS, SEE PAGE 150

FAMILY HUB
Above The room is 

split into three zones 
– the kitchen, dining 
space and lounging 

area. The three blend 
seamlessly together, 

creating a social space 
for the whole family. 

Plush furnishings and  
a working fire keep  

the room from  
feeling too cold

LIGHT 
AND AIRY

Right The rear of the 
extension stands out 

due to its spectacular 
full-height windows. 

They allow light to 
flood into the kitchen 

and give the illusion of 
an even larger space. 
Having a mezzanine 

level above means that 
there’s a double-height 
ceiling over the dining 

area, creating grand 
proportions and yet 

more light


